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" Chennai celebrates its urisung

champions in myriad ﬁel*

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: While many go for the

call of duty, few go beyond it. “The , [

champions of Chennai’ award was
an evening that recognised the
contribution of such people who
had toiled alone and made a silent
contribution tothelives of margin-
alised people.

The inaugural year of the
award honoured six individuals
for their initiatives in arts, educa-
tion, entrepreneurship, health-
care, social service and sports. T
Samuel Joseph was awarded for
bringing a change in society

through music. In 1976, he estab- -

lished the Christian Cultural A-
cademy which has many physical-
ly challenged people in the
50-member choir. For around two
decades hewas involved inrehabil-
itating social outcasts like chil-
dren of leprosy patients and mem-
bers of Narikurava community.

SL Shanth Kumar

Winners of Champions of Chennai
with chief guests and organisers

Shankuthala Sharma was
awarded for her school for the

needy called “The Children’s Gar- -

den.’ Started with seven students
in1975, itgrewtoa homefor1,600in
2013.

Sridhar Vembu was awarded

the ‘Champion entrepreneur of

the year’ His software product

‘company is based in Chennai and
has a unique staffing programme.
“Our university called Zoho pro-

. vides software engineering skills

to undergraduates whe can’t af-

ford a regular course and gives
them a platform to showcase their
abilities. Around 20% of our staff
is recruited from the university”
said Vembu’s brother Manikan-

- dan whoreceived the award.

Inthepast35years, DrHariRa-

mesh established a geriatric
healthcare institute, provided fa-
cilities for the visually challenged
and offered occupational therapies
to the poor. He was selected as the
pioneer in healtheare. “I re-pledge

‘my continued activity in health-

care,” hesaid. In2000therewereno

students in Yasarpadi who had

‘cleared the matriculation exams.

Now therearearound 8,000 matric- -

ulates from thearea,” said N Than-
garaj who brought change in the
area through soccer. § Dakshina-
moorthy, a volleyball coach, was
chosen as the sports champion.

“Around 35 of my players have
playedinthe Indianteam,” hesaid.

S
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Champions of Chennai '

.

. steds football academy coach N. Thangaraj (left)
P o receives Champion of Chennal award from R. -
| Volleyball coach S. Dakshinamoorthy receives Seshasayee, non executive vice chairman of Ashok

: : i i ivashankari and K.

Champion of Chennai award from R: Seshasayee Leyland, on Saturday. Writer Sivas

(right), non executive vice chairman of Ashok Leyland, b ¥V naaram ?Ks 150 sex S, {

and citation from writer Sivashankari, on Saturday. t ;
{

Pat on the back
for Dakshina
and Thangaraj

DC CORRESPONDENT

engthy and contrived speeches, predictable
I winners, haphazard schedule, impatient audi-
dence ... Award functions can often be tedious.
But Champions of Chennai, organised by
Kalyanasundaram & Associates Trust, at Chinmaya
Heritage Centre, on Saturday veered from the beaten
path. In a nifty function, conducted with a touch of
professionalism and class from start to finish, the
KSA Trust headed by auditor K. Kalyanasundaram,
honoured six unsung heroes for their exceptional
work. The award winners straddled arts, education,
enterprise, healthcare, social service and sports. All
of them are champions of Chennai in their own
right. R. Seshasayee, non executive vice-chairman of (
Ashok Leyland, gave away the awards. Tamil writer
Sivashankari presented citations.

Sports Authority of India volleyball coach S.
Dakshinamoorthy who has produced a number of |
international players in addition to helping more
than 50 youngsters get jobs in government units {
through his tireless work got the award in the sports
section. N. Thangaraj who is combining education
and sports in the slums of Vysarpadi through his
football club (Steds) was honoured in the social ser-
vice category. . ‘

Sivashankari lauded the efforts of the KSA Trust
for highlighting the work of people who may not be
well known to everyone in the city “Appreciating
popular personalities is also necessary but I feel hon-
ouring silent achievers is even more praiseworthy,”
she said. Seshasayee said he was delighted to be part
of a function in which people who go beyond their
call of duty were honoured. “The KSA Trust has
identified role models in various fields. All the award Q
winners are doers rather than talkers,” he added.

Kalyanasundaram, managing trustee of the KSA
Trust, said the awards would be an annual affair. T.R. {
Gopalakrishnan and R. Manikandan are the other
members of the trust. An impressive souvenir
chronicling the achievements of the award winners -
was released on the occasion.

Award winners: T. Samuel Joseph (arts), Sakuntala
Sharma (education), Sridhar Vembu (enterprise), {
Dr. Hari Ramesh (healthcare), N. Thangaraj (social
service) and S. Dakshinamoorthy (sports).
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Express News Servlce

Chennai: The first edition
of the Champions of Chennai

Award was given away by the
KSA Trust on Saturday.

The award is an attempt to
recognise personalities who
have done outstanding ser-

| vice in their respective fields
and yet went about their jobs
| silently without seeking any
recognition. Six citizens from
| the fields of arts, education,
| social initiative, enterprise,
' healthcare and sports were
' given the awards at a grand
| funetion at Chinmaya Heri-
tage Centre.

The Champion of Chennai
Award for Arts was won by T
Samuel Joseph aka Shyaam,
for his work in the field of
music in Chennai.

for promoting Indian Cléss1- i
, - award for creating a global
~ software product company
went to Sakunthala Sharma,

*cal Music.
The award for education

for dedicating her life to

building a self-sufficient

school that caters to the eco-

nomically weaker sections of
| Chennai.

Sharma has worked on a
backward integration model
to create a largely self-sus-

 taining educational institu-
tion through her Children’s
Garden Schools.
 Her achievements also
include a meticulously docu-
mented archive of learning
methodologies, which are
- much sought after tools on
Indian learning systems by
educators from Far East and
Europe.
In the enterprise category,

Awardees at the first edition of the Champwns of Chelmal Awards by the KSA
Trust i in the city on Saturday | P RAVIKUMAR

Shyaam,who has com-
posed around three hundred
songs in several languages,
is the founder of Christian
Cultural Academy that raises

funds to help the physically

Si‘ldhar Vembu, won the

with its core operations in
Chennai. An alumnus of IIT-
Madras, his product com-
petes with the b'eSt m the
world.

Dr Hari Ramesh won the

‘award in the healthcare cat-

egory for pioneering geriatric

- care as a scalable profession.’

Under social initiative cate-
gory, N Thangaraj, won the
award for reforming the
youth in one of Chennai’s
toughest neighbourhoods
through football. In the
sports category S Dakshi-
namoorthy, won the award
for moulding several
young enthusiasts into Na-
tional and International
level Volleyball champions.

challenged and social out-

_ casts. The other members of

the academy include trained
musicians. Shyaam is also
involved in rehabilitating
social outeasts like leprosy

patients and ethnic minori-
ties like the Nari-kuravas.
Trained in western musie,
Shyaam learnt classical In-
dian music later in life. He
runs the Geethanjali Trust



For Your Records

BRANDWAVE

Page: 5

ATIO
Company: KSA TRUST Date: 31-08-2013
Publication; THE TIMES OF INDIA Evaluation:
Edition:

musm to help underpnvﬂeged

Manlsh IIIIIITNN

' songs, -he filled the hearts of

Tamils and Malayalis for
years. After having had his
fair share of fame, composer
Shyam has been using music
tofill the lives of the physical-

ly challenged and socially 0s-

tracised with happiness.

A recipient of the Kerala
state film awards for his songs
in Aaroodam’ and ‘Kanama-
rayathu’, Shyam trains visual-

ly challenged children to sing,
and the hearing impaired to

dance, Shyam’s Christian Cul-

tural Academy, founded in

1988, has been conducting
Christmasprogrammesinaid

. of the physically challenged

along with a professional or-

. chestra and playback artists:

like K J Yesudas and 8 P Bala-
subramaniam,
Proceedsof theeventssup-

. portleprosy patientsand their
‘ children, ethnic minonﬂes

like Narikuravas, hans
andﬂ:ephysica]lychaﬂenged.

CCA brovides them with mu-

~ lamandKilpau

Shyam conducts muslcal
lessons for the differently
abled and marginalised

sical insfruments, tricycles,

sewing machines and Braille
equipment. “It's thedivinity of
music that heals,” says Shy-
am, who sees M S Viswanath-
an, Salil Chowdhury and Hen-

‘ry Mancini ashismentors,

Tn April 2018, he founded
Geethanjali - an initiative to
trainmarginalised children

' Indian classicalmusic. “'I‘hene

are schools at Kodambakkam,
T Nagar, Adyar, West Mamba-
[ k ” I,Ie Ws‘l Ik

_ Theinspiration camefrom
an American missionary

called Miss Chandler. “As a
child, I'lived in Guindy. There

Award-winning COMPpOSET uses

wasthis leprosy patientliving |

under a tamarind tree. People
did not care for him, but one

woman, Miss Chandler fed |

* him everyday. Even when it

rained, she carried food for
him. The memories of that
leprosy patient haunted me
for years. When I found my

footing in the music industry

onedaylsaw from some blind
people crossing the road. It
was the turning point. I had

says Shyam. |

He helieves visually chal-
lengedchildrenhaveaninnate
ability to concentrate. “They
can memorise lyries and per-
form in 45 minutes flat,” he
says. “Wegift them clothesand
chocolates, But the feeling of

* having performed is more re-

warding. It has been 27 years
and intheirsmile, Isee God.”

Shyam was among the six
. ‘Champions of Chennai’ se-
lected by the KSA Trust for si-

le_n§ contribution tosociety.

~ my share of fame, I wanted to
dosomethingfor suchpeople,"_ s
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hat are your views about the innumerable

people across the country who contribute

to the society without making too much
noise about their social endeavours?

Every society is made up of numerous arenas — politics,
administration, science, medicine, commerce, profession,
sports, arts, efc. Every individual in the society chooses one
or more of these arenas to make their lives. The vast majority
of them contribute in their own limited way. Some of them
become famous in their chosen fields by virtue of their
outstanding work. But many of them inspite of outstanding
work, remain silent and unrecognized. If their remaining
silent is out of their choice, then we must respect them for
that. If not, we believe that it is the society’s duty to unearth
such stars and hold them aloft for the world to see and follow.

Why do you think it is important to recognize the
efforts of silent contributors to the society?

Recognition is the best form of encouragement. Genuine
recognition is the surest feedback that one is on the right
track. Such recognitions are actually signposts in the
journey of life and play a vital role in ensuring that one
does not go off-track.

When an artist yearns and strives for recognition of his/her
work or performance, it is accepted. Why should it be any
different when any other individual yearns and strives for
recognition?¢ In his / her mind the individual, whether an
artist or not, is the creator of a piece of work which gives
him/her satisfaction and pride. Right from childhood all of
us have responded positively to words of appreciation and
recognition. But sadly, the moment the parent / teacher-
student relationship phase ends, encouragement and
recognition literally stops but for random efforts by a few
well-meaning persons around us.

How would you compare such champions with
individuals who are often projected by the media
again and again?

The silent champions are those who have done positive
and useful things equally but who, either out of choice
or by circumstances, have remained unrecognized. By
unrecognized here | mean not getting the public attention
that they and their work deserve.

Individuals who are often projected by the media are
also champions who have done something positive to
deserve such recognition and have chosen to remain in

the limelight. This may sometimes lead to distraction from
one’s aoal and nurnace

Honouring Silent Conbrituor.

K. Kalyanasundaram

K. Kalyanasundaram is the Founder and Chief Partner of
Kalyanasundaram & Associates, Chartered Accountants, a
25 year old firm head quartered in Chennai and having 8
offices across Chennai, Delhi, Bengaluru, Kolkata & Dubai.
He is also Director, Tandem Consulting Pvt Ltd, an accounting
and payroll service provider with operations in Chennai and
Bengaluru and Co-Founder and Managing Trustee - KSA Trust,
formed in 2012 and instituted the Champions of Chennai Awards.

How would you compare these champions with politicc
leaders who should be contributing in a similar manner

The silent champions do not suffer from the pressure t
perform. They are free to work at their own pace and fre
to experiment and fail. They, however, can benefit fror
the huge advantages that recognition will bring, withot
getting distracted. They will also be fulfilling the need ¢
role models in a society as large as ours.

Political leaders, on the other hand, tend to get distracte
from their avowed goal and purpose on account of th
intfense media projection. They can be compared to liste
companies that are constantly under pressure from Wa
Street to beat not only their own revenue/profit guidanc
but even those of analysts whose interest lies mainly in th
figures and by extension the stock price. As a result, ju
like companies lurching from one quarter to another, th
politicians lurch from one election to another.

What are the challenges in general, faced by suc
unsung champions?

The unsung champions do not actually face any gre:
challenges that are different from those that a storie
champion faces. The challenges mostly vary in dire
proportion to the size, scale and complexity of the worl
A society needs both, the famous champions and a larg
number of unsung heroes.

The important message that the Champions of Chenn
Awards that we have instituted carries is that “it's ok to k
a silent champion. You need not be rich / famous to ea
recognition. Recognition will come where it is due.”

How do you believe they should be supported by th
government/corporates/private individuals?

By copying. The silent champions have experimented ar
arrived at a solution or business model that works well ar
gives immense personal satisfaction. The best thing that ar
Government / Corporate / Private individual can do is
partner with the silent champions or to just copy what the
have done. That way we will see more of the good work.

Do you believe that such people can be good r ‘
models for young India?

Absolutely. The silent champions have done something that ma
others have not been able o do. They have achieved where mal
others have failed. Thus, their stories are laden with messages f
India’s youth. By recognizing them, we are opening up their liv
to a sort of a biography or fable or management lesson fro
whirh the vaith Fan lamrm ar drew infarancac
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Ihe Champlons of Chennal

SA Trust, a non-profit organization and the
K;haritable initiative of a firm of Chartered
ccountants in Chennai, Kalyanasundaram &
Associates (KSA) and Tandem Consulting, its associate
company, presented ‘The Champion of Chennai Award’
to 6 Chennai citizens who have made a difference in
the fields of Arts, Education, Social Initiative, Enterprise,
Healthcare and Sports on  17th August. The awards
were presented at a grand function at Chinmaya
Heritage Centre. The chief guest for the evening was
Mr.R Seshasayee, non Executive Vice Chairman of Ashok
Leyland Ltd.

TSNS

Speaking on the occasion Mr. R Seshasayee said, “The
current scenario in this country favors academia and
bold talk; however there is not much action or result.
The ‘Champions of Chennai Award’ has in stark contrast
chosen to recognize people who have opted not to talk
but to act, people who have stood by what they believed
in and succeeded in their endeavor to make a difference
in the society. Kids today are increasingly drawn to a
materialistic world and are in need of role models. |t is
important for us to step back and revisit our ethos and
values and | am glad that KSA Trust has come forward to
project the true ethos of Chennai through the Champions
of Chennai Award.”

The award consisted of a specially designed Trophy and
a Citation. An Awards Book profiling the 6 awardees
was also released on this occasion. Sivashankari, the
renowned Tamil writer, who was a special guest in the
function, has written the foreword for this book.

The award function was preceded by a music concert by
Sri O S Arun, who rendered some beautiful Tamil songs.

The awardees included Dr. T. Samuel Joseph for Arts, Ms.
Sakunthala Sharma for Education, Sridhar Vembu for
Enterprise, Dr. Hari Ramesh for Healthcare, N. Thangaraj
for Social Initiative and S.Dakshinamoorthy for Sports.

The awards will be given every year on 17th August, the
date on which KSA was formed in 1988 to citizens for six
categories including arts, sports, education, healthcare,
social initiative and enterprise.
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KSA Trust Champions of Chennai Award function from left to right: Dr. Hari Ramesh (Healthcare
Award), Shakunthala Sharma (Education Award), Shivashankari, . R Seshasayee, Non-executive vice
chairman Ashok Leyland Ltd. Kalayanasundaram, managing Trustee KSA Trust, Dr.T Samuel Joseph
(Arts Award) and Manikandan representing Sridhar Vembu (Enterprise Award). -
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ecognising ‘Champions’
in serving society

Non executive vice-chairman of Ashok Leyland Limited R Seshasayee
presenting The Champions of Chennai award to volleyball coach S
Dakshinamoorthy in Chennai Saturday. Also seen is writer Sivasankari.

NT Bureau
Chennai, Aug 19:
Ashok Leyland non executive vice-

. chairman R Seshasayee showered

praise on those serving society with-
out expecting anything in return and
was all for recognising such individu-
als and organisations in the long run.

He was speaking at a programme
here Saturday to bestow The Cham-

pions of Chennai award to individu-
als who had registered significant
achievements in the field of arts,
education, social initiative, enter-
prise, healthcare and sports. The
programme was organised by KSA
Trust, which is a non-profit organisa-
tion and the charitable initiative of a
firm of chartered accountants in the
city Kalyanasundaram & Associates

(KSA) and Tandem Consulting, its
associate company.

' The Champion of Chennai Award

for arts went to T Samuel Joseph
(Shyaam) for serving a lifetime for
the cause of music in Chennai.
The award for education went to
Sakunthala Sharma for dedicating
her life to building a self-sufficient
school that caters to the economi-
cally weaker sections of Chennai.

~Award for enterprise category went to

Sridhar Vembu for creating a global
software product company with its
core operations in Chennai. Dr Hari
Ramesh received The Champion
of Chennai Award in the healthcare
segment of pioneering geriatric care
as a scalable profession.

Award for social initiative segment
went to N Thangaraj for reforming the
youth in one of the Chennai's tough-
est neighbourhoods through football.
And, S Dakshinamoorthy received the
award in the segment of sports for
moulding several young enthusiasts
into state and national level volleyball
champions. Seshasayee further said
it is the responsibility of the society to
recognise those who service without
any expectations in return. They are
exemplars, he added. Managing
trustee of KSA Trust Kalyansundaram
welcomed the gathering. Popular
writer Sivasankari also spoke.




For Your Records

BRANDWAVE

MMURNICATIORN

Company: KSA TRUST Date: 23-08-2013
Publication: MALAI MALAR Evaluation:
Edition: Page: 6

|e-Leb mev Lpmofiiny whHmith

| Bevwimemrahsmn, Gamume
| F\meinsmurenr, Loswufle s eor

s, Heall, FeLps Hovstr
@owsd puwipnd), Hipieemd

oflmemum’ B gl - Giemm
aefled Q@ LIHNSMS 2.
TS SN HS G @erstremeoruleir
A 6 @pL0e6wTe TS,
Glasirsnearuflstr GetbLwissTaem
aflmme Gasteivsy s,
supISiug). smevsnio 6lmh
Hargrs  9Cens Gmmmr@
e &eleir glssmor 6
Yl G&'ﬁlf&lﬂlﬂ um(‘.;aam?)rrﬁm
L G Gereil,
F@hgon i, ubstGaib),
amflyGuosiy, eTeir Gmisme,
616N, S Ssmrmeyisdl 2
Cuiraré@ ofamg) oupmie
UL gl @6 oyméesL L ener
ufletr e TeIeITE ST

LbiGemmenT.

KSA Trust Awards



BRANDWAVE

For Your Records R NV
Company: | KSA TRUST Date: 2_0-08—2013_
Publication: MAKKAL KURAL Evaluation:

Edition: = - o | Page: 11

Sevard G?asrmmG’Lw 2 eugarnaiy

" CuoakGlLimger Sumil; Poraes g,
2. GaITEBLIEDES |0 G’mr_oumés@w :
216 ey umnmﬂuq L apf
- oGoegreh,

. Glesnanen Gobllwensst ellming o
.G aq,errruﬁl m;.pmés]emr'. T

G&‘LDLS’?UJGUT&;GYHT&S :
afenarum’ G of ;

- The Champions of Chennai Awards annbunbed



For Your Records

BRANDWAVE

[s]

Company:

KSA TRUST

1 ¢ AT

Date: '20-08-2013

Publication:

MADURAI MANI

Evaluation:

Edition:




BRANDWAVE

I C AT

For Your Records

Company: KSA TRUST Date: 19-08-2013
Publication: MALAI SUDAR ‘ Evaluation:
Edition: ' : _ Page: 2

.

i !

Baereve gravi srifled perL-Qupp ‘Cearamaruied Gebilweirser’ afl g
apigb afpralsd aflenerum. B giewpdsrer afwens erav. gL FemmepiHHse
9 Berd Caloan® HpaueargSer gamengsamwasrer gyt Geapsrull
aupm@enri, o.Lcr Sl aTepssrert Flougmam aerermi.

‘The Champions of Chennai Awards’ announced




| O NS

C AT

COMMUBN

BRANDWAVE

For Your Records

Lar]

y—

-

a

[+ o}

S

=

[ B o2
=
o
el
Si ..

8i 31 &

] >l «©

O wia

?I

@&

RA

-l 2

A._.i

SD

X| 3

.| g

> 2
8| &

2| gl s

El gl =&

Q] =1 T

O} o

e
St

e

A s

hennau A

ampions of C

Ch

The




| For Your Records BCRAMN QWAY;E

k]

Company: KSA TRUST Date: 21-08-2013

Public':atio_n:'- AFTERNOON ' Evaluation:
Edition: . - ' | Page: 3




I C AT

‘For Your Records | BcoRMAMHDWAstE

Company: KSA TRUST | Date: 24-08-2013
‘| Publication: =~ TAMILA TAMILA

Evaluation:

Edition:

KSA Trust presents ‘The Champions Of Chennai’ Award
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KSA Trust presents Champlon of Chennai Award

Kalyana Sundaram & Associates (KSA),
|afirm of chartered Accountants and Tandem
Consulting, its associate company presented
he‘The Champion of Chennai Award’ to 6
.| Chennai citizens who have made a difference
n the fields of Arts, Education, Social
nitiative, Enterprise, Healthcare and Sports.
8l The awards were presented on 17th August
§ 2013 at a grand function at Chinmaya
Heritage Centre. The chief guest was R
Seshasayee, non Executive Vice Chairman
|| of Ashok Leyland Ltd.

Speaking on the occasion, R.Seshasayee
said “The ‘Champions of Chennai Award'’
has in stark contrast chosen to recogmze people who have opted not to talk but to act,
people who have stood by what they believed in and succeeded in their endeavor to make
" a difference in society”. He added he was glad that KSA Trust has come forward to pm]ect
the true ethos of Chennai through the champions of Chennai Award.

The awardees are: Arts - Dr. T Samuel Joseph (Shyaam), for service for_ the cause of
music. Education - Sakunthala Sharma, for building a school for the economically weaker
sections of Chennai. Enterprise - Sridhar Vembu, for creating a global software company
with core operations in Chennai. Healthcare - Dr. Hari Ramesh, for pioneering Geriatric
Care as scalable profession. Social Initiative -N. Thangaraj, for reforming the youth in a
Chennai neighbourhoods through football. Sports - S. Dakshinamoorthy, for mouidlng the
youth to become Volleyball champions.

The award consists of a specially designed Trophy and a Citation. An Awards Book
profiling the 6 awardees was also released on this occasion. The award function was
preceded by a music concert by Sri O S Arun.




