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A pat on the back for city’s champions

Staff Reporter

CHENNAI: In 1998, Bhargav Sun-
daram and his wife Priya start-

ed Callidai Motors, a company -

that  designs  customised
wheelchairs.

Their enterprise has helped
hundreds of differently-abled
persons in the city to go about
their daily lives, in a better
fashion.

On Sunday, the couple was

among the recipients of the .

Champions of Chennai awards.

The awards, instituted by
KSA Trust last year, are pre-
sented to six organisations or
individuals from Chennai who
have excelled in the fields of
arts, education, enterprise,
healthcare, social initiative
and sport.

N A}

rah Thiagarajan was awarded
for  her work ' developing
DakshinaChitra and the Ma-
dras Craft Foundation.

In the field of education, the
award was given to Clarke
School for the Deaf, formed in
1970, for helping to change so-
ciety’s perception of persons
with disabilities.

In healthcare, the Chennai
Champion this year was Udhi
Eye Hospital for its efforts to
bring eye care to the under-

GOODWILL GESTURE: Carnatic singer Sudha  privileged.

Ragunathan presented awards for excellence in arts, _ R.Elango from Kuthambak-
education, enterprise, healthcare, social initiative kam too received the award for

and sport — PHOTO: V. GANESAN

The awards were given away

by Carnatic singer Sudha Ra-

gunathan. “Tt is important to

give back to society in whatev-

his contribution to society and

: his village, and P. Nagaraj,

er way we can, and these founder of Prime Sports Acad-

awards reinforce that emy, was honoured for pro-

thought,” she said. moting  young, talented
In the arts category, Debo- -athletes from rural areas.'
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Six ‘Champions of
Chennai’ awarded
for their efforts

Organisers and awardees wo included Deborah Thiagarajan, Rang-

aswamy Elango and P Nagaraj, with chief guest Sudha Raghunathan

Chennai: The second year of
‘Champions of  Chennai’
awards on Sunday honoured six
individuals for their contribu-
tion in arts, education, entre-
preneurship, healthcare, social
serviceand sports.

Deborah Thiagarajan, foun-
der of DakshinaChitra, Dr P
Leelavathy who founded The
Clarke School for the Deaf, en-
trepreneurs Bhargav Sunda-
ram and Priya Bhargav, Dr Ra-
vindran of Udhi Eye Hospital,
Rangaswamy Elango, a crusad-

- er for development of rural ar-

eas, and P Nagaraj, a coach who
trains rural youths in athletics

were selected for the awards

SL Shanth Kumar |

Deborah Thisgarajan, also |

chairman of Madras Craft
Foundation was felicitated for
her commitment to preserve
South Indian culture along with
education through artsand her-
itage. The Clarke School for the
Deaf, received the award for im-
parting education through its
specialised programmes for the
visually and hearing impaired
and the intellectually chal-
lenged. For innovationinmanu-
facturing mobility devices for
thephysically challenged, Bhar-
gav Sundaram and Priya Bhar-
gav wereawarded,
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An award function to remember

b mrooeny
ward functions
can often be
dreary affairs.

Flawed  selections,

- long-winded speeches

and the penchant of

the erganisers to grab
the limelight can make
the audience squirm in

- their seats. But the sec-

ond edition of KSA

Trust’s Champions of

Chennai was refresh-

ingly different in every

aspect. The function to
honour a few unsung
heroes of the city at

Chinmaya  Heritage

Centre on Sunday was

crisp and purposeful.

Above all, the organis-

ers’ keenness to high-

light the achievements
of the awardees shone
through KSA Trust,

- Motors

established by auditor

Kalyanasundaram and
his associates, had set a
high benchmark in its
first edition last year
and the second was
even better.

Six institutions and
individuals from the

fields of arts (Dborah
Thiagarajan of
DakshinaChitra), edu-
Clarke
School for the Deaf),

cation (The

enterprise  (Bhargav
Sundaram of Callidai
which spe-
cialises in manufactur-
ing motorised wheel-
chairs), healthcare
(Udhi Eye Hospital),
social initiative
(Rangaswamy Elango,
who has played a key

‘role in bringing devel-
to -
Kuthambakkam  vil-

opment projects

lage) and sports (athlet-
ics coach P. Nagarajan)

were honoured with a
finely-crafted

impressive function.
Carnatic singer Sudha
Raghunathan
away the awards. A
useful souvenir com-

' prising write-ups on
the

the work of
awardees was distrib-
uted after the function.
Those who wish to rec-

ommend names for
next year’s awards can

mail to

nomznatwns@champz- F

onsofchennai.org.
Nagarajan saluted the

trust for giving awards

to people whose hard
work often

unrecognised. “This

award will inspire me

to work harder and pro-

shield
and a citation at the

gave

goes

duce more internation-
al athletes. I couldn’t
fulfill my childhood
aspiration of becoming
an international ath-
lete as a result of lack
of facilities and pover-
ty among many other
reasons. ’

“I don’t want talented
youngsters in our state
to suffer the same fate.
But life is difficult for
athletics coaches in
Chennai these days.
How can we produce
Olympians when there
aren’t enough grounds
for our children to play

‘in the city?” he added.

Kalyanasundaram
reaffirmed KSA Trust’s
commitment to
unearth silent achiev-
ers from various walks
of life and honour
them every year.

Carnatic singer Sudha Raghunathan gives away Champmn of Chenna:
award, instituted by KSA Trust, to athletics coach P. Nagarajan on ;
Sunday Kalyanasundaram anc! Gopalakrishnan of KSA Trust are also

seen.

—MANIVASAGAN NAMASIVAYAM
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® GENERAL

KSA Trust: The Champions of
Chennai Awards function, Chinmaya
Heritage Centre, Harrington Road,
Chetpet, 6-30 p.m.
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m KSA Trust: The Cham-
“pions of Chennai Awards
. Function, Sudha Raguna-
© than, chief guest, Chinmaya
Heritage Centre, Harrington
. Road, Chetpet, 6.30 pm.
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Champion of Chennai Awards
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Champions of Chennai

Awards 2014

KSA Trust is pleased to announce that the

: Champions of Chennai Awards for the year 2014 will

| be presented on Sunday, 17th August, 2014 at a
. public function to be held at .00 pm at The Chinmaya
Heritage Centre, Chetpet. The awardees, who include
institutions too, have been shortlisted from
nominations received from various quarters. This year
too, the disciplines chosen for the awards are
Healthcare, Education, Arts & Culture, Sports,
Enterprise and Social Initiative. All of the awardees
have shown remarkably consistent dedication to their
. goals, undeterred by adversities and have achieved
what they have. In the process they have impacted

positively, the lives of thousands of Chennaiites over

the years. This makes them the true Champions of

. Chennai. KSA Trust welcomes one and all to-applaud

the Awardees' contribution to Chennai and to
celebrate their success in their respective vocation,
enterprise or initiative.
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| KSA Trust announced
Champions of Chennai Awards

KSATrust is pleased to announce that the Champions of Chennai Awards
for the year 2014 will be presented on Sunday, 17th August, 2014 at a public
function to be held at 6.00 pm at The Chinmaya Heritage Centre, Chetpet.
The awardees, who include institutions too, have been shortlisted from
nominations received from various quarters. This year too, the disciplines
chosen for the awards are Healthcare, Education, Arts & Culture, Sports,
Enterprise and Social Initiative. All of the awardees have shown remarkably
consistent dedication to their goals, undeterred by adversities and have
achieved what they have. In the process they have impacted positively, the
lives of thousands of Chennaiites over the years. This makes them the true
Champions of Chennai. KSA Trust welcomes one and all to applaud the
Awardees' contribution to Chennai and to celebrate their success in their

respective vocation, enterprise orinitiative.
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The Champions of Chennai Awards
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The Champions of Chennai Awards
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Champions of Chennai Awards on Aug 17
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- KSA Trust presents
Champmns of Awards 20’1._4

-‘;;KSA Trust has announced that the Champlons of Cf_'. i,nnai

nommations recezvej ik arlous quarters The dlscmlineSs
chosen for the awa re Healthicare, Education, Arts &
Guiture :'Sports Enterprise and Somal Emtlatwe ' :

The awardees have shown cons&stent dedtcatlon to thelr
-_goats and wﬂh their service, impacted positively on the
lives of Chennaiites, Al are welcome for the function
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Champions of Chennai Awards 2014
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KSA Trust presents Champions of Awards 2014

Link - http://lwww.chennaireaders.com/shownews.php?id=1413

KSATrust has announced that the Champions of Chennai Awards for the year 2014 will be presented on
Sunday, 17th August, 2014 at a public function to be held at 6.00 pm at The Chinmaya Heritage Centre,
Chetpet. The awardees, who include institutions too, have been shortlisted from nominations received
from various quarters. The disciplines chosen for the awards are Healthcare, Education, Arts & Culture,

Sports, Enterprise and Social initiative.

The awardees have shown consistent dedication to their goals and with their service, impacted
positively on the lives of Chennaiites. All are welcome for the function
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